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MINISTERIAL OFFICES, GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES - CONSUMPTION OF 
WATER AND ELECTRICITY 

1873. Mr T.R. Buswell to the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure 

(1) What was the total volume of water (in litres) and amount of electricity (in kilowatt hours) used by each 
individual department and agency under the Minister’s control, including the Ministerial office, during 
the following financial years - 

(a) 2002-2003; 

(b) 2003-2004; 

(c) 2004-2005; and 

(d) 2005-2006? 

(2) Can the Minister provide corresponding figures for each specific department, agency or office, 
including the name of each specific department, agency or office? 

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN replied: 

Albany Port Authority, Dampier Port Authority, Department for Planning and Infrastructure, Geraldton Port 
Authority, Office of the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure, Public Transport Authority, Subiaco 
Redevelopment Authority and WA Planning Commission: 

(1)-(2) Detailed information regarding energy consumption is already provided to the Parliament.  

Energy consumption profiles of all general government sector agencies with 25 or more FTEs is 
detailed in the Energy Smart Government reports for 2002/03, 2003/04, 2004/05 and 2005/06 that have 
been tabled in Parliament and are available from the Parliamentary Library and the Sustainable Energy 
Development Office. Identifying the electricity consumption of agencies or offices below this threshold 
would be resource intensive. 

In relation to water usage, the State Government is conscious of the need to conserve water and has 
encouraged installation of water saving measures in Government owned and leased premises. These 
measures include the introduction of dual flush toilets, waterless urinals and water flow restrictions to 
hand basins. 

In relation to specific water usage of each agency and their individual offices, this information is not 
available as in a majority of cases; water charges are included as part of a general charge for outgoings 
and usage is not communicated to individual tenants of multi tenanted buildings. 

Armadale Redevelopment Authority: 
The Authority does not have the information relating to the volume of water (in litres) or its electricity 
consumption (in kilowatt hours) between 2002-2003 and 2005-2006. 
The Authority's water and electricity consumption costs were incorporated into outgoings payments 
under the term of the office lease. Actual consumption of their tenancy within the buildings/shopping 
centre was not measured by separate meter arrangements. 
Office leases for the premises occupied by the Authority were subject to sub meter arrangements for 
electricity consumption and itemised on payments made by the Authority.  

Broome Port Authority: 
Financial Year Electricity Consumption (kwh) Water Consumption (l) 
2002-2003 318,065     N/A-records archived 
2003-2004 305,437     N/A-records archived 
2004-2005 1,385,110   28,971,000 
2005-2006 987,080    42,901,000 
Changes in energy consumption was as a result of construction of the jetty extension taking place 
primarily in the 2004-05 year and the 2005-06 year. Construction required the use of powered 
equipment as well as the power associated with the amenities and facilities provided for the contractors 
involved in the construction of the jetty extension. 
The increase in water consumption from the 2004-05 year to the 2005-06 year is primarily due to the 
increase in trade from the offshore oil and gas exploration. 

Bunbury Port Authority: 
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Financial Year  Electricity Consumption (kwh) Water Consumption (l) 
2002-2003  45625    4457 
2003-2004  47815     3264 
2004-2005  46602     7400 
2005-2006  43728     3450 

East Perth Redevelopment Authority: 
Financial Year  Electricity Consumption (kwh) Water Consumption (l) 
2002-2003  Info Unavailable   217000 
2003-2004  103903     225000 
2004-2005  153745     400000 
2005-2006  227428     366000 
The increase in energy and water consumption by the Authority is due to a number of reasons 

• Staff numbers have increased significantly during the period as follows: 

Year  Full-Time Employees 

2002-03   12 
2003-04   23 
2004-05   25 
2005-06   40 

• During the period 2002-03 to 2004-05 approx one-third of the Authority's workforce was 
located at the Subiaco Redevelopment Authority office situated at 420 Roberts Road, Subiaco. 
Details of energy and water consumption for that building are not included in the figures as at 
that time, payments for energy and water were included as a general charge for outgoings in 
lease payments.  

• Since October 2005 all of the Authority's employees have been located at 12 Lindsay Street, 
Northbridge.  

• During 2004-05 the Authority was located at 184 Bennett Street, East Perth while extensive 
works were carried out to the property at 12 Lindsay Street, Northbridge. Consumption 
for 2004-05 covers electricity and water usage at two separate sites and includes a significant 
usage relating to construction works at the Northbridge office. 

The Lindsay Street office is a larger building than the previous office at 184 Bennett Street, East Perth. 
The building includes conservation systems designed to minimise electricity and water consumption 
levels. 

Eastern Goldfields Transport Board: 
Financial Year  Electricity Consumption (kwh)  Water Consumption (l) 
2002-2003  37090    2156000 
2003-2004  37574     2197000 
2004-2005  41643     2621000 
2005-2006  55067     1476000 

Water consumption over the four years averages at 2,112,500 litres per year which is consistent 
with 02/03 and 03/04. The variance between 04/05 and 05/06 relates to the timing of and payment of 
accounts.  

Electricity usage increased during 04/05 due to the upgrade of the depot. Increased security lighting was 
installed in the depot yard area and better lighting in the maintenance area was also installed. The 
administration area was also upgraded which included better lighting and an upgrade of the air 
conditioning throughout the office. Also during the upgrade of the depot other premises had to be leased 
to accommodate the buses which incurred additional electricity costs. 05/06 reflects a full year of costs 
after the depot upgrade.  

Esperance Port Authority: 
Financial Year  Electricity Consumption (kwh)  Water Consumption (l) 
2002-2003 7247064    38345000 
2003-2004 8298290    26939000 
2004-2005 8041447     242722000 
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2005-2006 4363600     43636000 

Esperance Port Authority has had an increase in trade over the time from 2003 to 2006 of 2.3 million 
tonnes. This is a 38.3% increase in volume increasing from 6.0 million in 2003 to 8.3 million in 2006. 
Principle increases have been in iron ore exports of 1.7 million tonnes and grain 0.5 million tonnes. 
Both of these commodities use large amounts of electricity and iron ore requires large volumes of water 
for dust control. 

Fremantle Port Authority: 
Financial Year  Electricity Consumption (kwh) Water Consumption (l) 
2002-2003  182498000   25491934 
2003-2004  141350000   30795920 
2004-2005  134409000   3318740 
2005-2006  14916000   32015340 

LandCorp: 
LandCorp has not measured and cannot provide information on the volume of water it has consumed 
between 2002-2003 and 2005-2006. 
LandCorp’s water consumption costs were incorporated into outgoings payments under the term of the 
office lease. Actual consumption was not measured by separate meter arrangements. 
LandCorp has reported its direct electricity consumption aligned to the Energy Smart policy: 

Kilowatt hours 

a) 2002 - 03   308,223 
b) 2003 - 04   311,640 
c) 2004 - 05   281,508 
d) 2005 - 06   228,578 
NB 2005-06 figures were normalised to align to financial years. 

Main Roads Western Australia: 
Financial Year  Electricity Consumption (kwh) Water Consumption (kl) 
2002-2003 4736770    46471 
2003-2004 4507098    48892 
2004-2005 3982173    44570 
2005-2006 4374630    52129 
The financial year consumption figures provided by Main Roads are an aggregate of the Don Aitken 
centre (East Perth), the Pavements and Engineering office (Welshpool) and our 10 Regional offices and 
associated depots. 

The increase in consumption relates to an increase in activities, changed working practices and the 
manner in which works are delivered in a number of the Regions. All Main Roads road maintenance 
work is completed by a series of Term Network Contracts for various regions of the state. To facilitate 
our operational needs, a number of the Term Network Contractors are now co-located with Main Roads 
staff (eg South-West , Wheatbelt South and Great Southern Regions), adding considerably to the 
number of people located at and using our office and depot facilities. 
In addition we are in an era of unprecedented road construction projects and where possible water for 
these projects is sourced from existing depot sites. 
This increase in activity and the nature of how the works are delivered is reflected in the increase usage. 
Main Roads is certainly aware of the need to carefully manage and conserve the use of water and power 
and all staff are regularly reminded of this. In addition - building upgrades include energy and water 
saving devices such as dual flushing toilets, and in the case of new buildings such as the Bunbury 
office - with rain water collection tanks for toilet flushing. 

Midland Redevelopment Authority: 

Financial Year  Electricity Consumption (kwh) Water Consumption (l) 

2002-2003 538598    5402 
2003-2004 566945    5687 
2004-2005 596784    5987 
2005-2006 628194    6301 
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An increase in staffing levels from 7 employees to 15 employees over the years, therefore an increase in 
partitioned offices, electrical equipment and air conditioner usage. Note: as our office, the Railway 
Institute Building, is a heritage building of the Midland Railway Workshops, we do not have ducted air-
conditioning but separate units installed in each new office area as required. 
The upstairs floor of the Railway Institute Building has also been turned into an office/meeting room 
area which is utilised by outside agencies on request or leased to short term tenants such as Curtin 
University and the Australian Experiential Learning Centre who have utilised the building during the 
day and at night, increasing the average power usage time from 9 hours a day to 15 hours a day. 

Port Hedland Port Authority: 
Both water and electricity charges for the Port Hedland Port Authority raised by the providers include 
the total consumption of the port area. Total volume of water and electricity used at the Port of Port 
Hedland includes a significant Port customer and tenant component and responsibility, which is 
recouped via a range of port charges.  
Providing the total consumption of water and electricity at the Port as such may be misleading in this 
case. As sub meters are not connected to a number of Port Authority premises and grounds, these costs 
are taken up as part of the general charge of the Ports operations. 

 


